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olunteers repair pastor’s house

By MARY WESTON
it Wiriler

OROVILLE Valunteers from Oroville amd aroand
the state started some much needed repars on Pastor
Chuckua Yang's house this week

Yang is the Hmong pastor at the First United
Methodist Church of Oroville.

United Methodist Volunteers in Mission came from
Sacramento, Salinas and other cities to repair the roof on
his house that had been leaking,

Starting Thursday, they removed the old singles and
most of the wood undemeath.

By Saturday, the roof will probably be finished, said
Phil Bandy, disirict director of the volunieer organization

Bandy said the organizaton sends voluntesrs around
the world to help people no matter what their religion.

They try to match needs in different areas with volun-
teers who can help mieet those needs. For example, one
business from the Bay Area sent a utility truck filled with
all the nail guns and other wols needed to roof the house

on Melson Avenue,

And Haatie Mai, who works for a roofing company in

Salipas, came to manage the roofing crew

“We get so much outof this from all the neat places we
go and all the wonderful people we meet,” Bandy said.
“We came here 1o work on a house, but that™s not what it’s
about. It's about this nice man and his family.”

Yang and his wife Povee first came 10 the United
States from Laos in 1986, as Lao velerans who fought in
the Secret War, supporting the United States in YWietnam.

The Yang's lived in the house on Melson Avenoe in
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about 1993, when a tornado wuched down
and damaged the roof, The roof has been
patched, but it has leaked off and on ever
RNCE,

They have 12 children from age 10 1o
17 years, most of whom are adults living
away from homse,

Yung said they joined the United
WMethodist Church because they liked the
church's beliefs, which embrace all cul-
tres and people around the world as the
children of Gind.

Yang and Pastor Donna Van Maanen
lead the church services on Sunday in
both Hmong and English. The church has
about 300 members. About 127 are
Hmong.

“T never would have been able fo fix
my roof if it wasn't for these tworbeanti-
ful groups coming together.” Yang ¥aid.

Van Maanen said on any Sunday mom-
ing in United Methodist churches in Cali-
fornia, there are more than 37 languages
being spoken.

Van Maanen said she has never
enjoved working with a congregation as
much as she has at the church in Oroville
with Yang.

“He's an awesome man, and it"s a great
pleasure to work with him,” Van Maanen
sand

Yang also acts as an interpreter and
lizison between Hmong people and doc-
tors, agencies or institutions. The church
is also a “homeplace” Yang said, for
Hmong people 1o hold celebrations, par-
les O Meelngs.

Friday aftemoon, it was getting hot at
the job site, and people working on the
roof were soaked with sweat.

Chuck Bailey told evervone 1o take a
break.

“But we will be back tomaomow morm-
ing, and there will be more people from
the Oroville church,” Bailey said.

The Methodist Volunteers in Mission
have projects around the world. Oroville
youth volunteers went to New Orleans
after Hurricane Katrina. The youth volun-
teers have also gone 1o Mexico,

The mission volunteers have projects
this year throughout the work from
Swaziland 1o Alaska and from Cambodia
and Micaragua 1o Mount Shasta and Sali-
nas.

Anyone can volunteer and anyone can
gualify for a project. Volunteers pay their
own expenses and also donate money
toward materials.
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United Meathodist Voluntears In Mission, from Oroville and around the state, work on Chuckua and Poyee
Yang's house on Melson Avenue in Oroville.




